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It will be convenient, and we think illuminating, to
consider this evidence in connexion with the signs of
revision in i. 2., which we noted above as a scene par-
ticularly rich in verse-fossils. The scene is a long one
and once more it is significant that the fossil lines of
verse are to be found in one section only of it, viz. that
which concerns the wrestling-match (11,139-209). But
let us first consider the relics of verse, some of which, as
the italics and square brackets testify, we have recovered
by a little innocent faking.
How now, daughter and cousin, are you crept
Hither to see the wrestling ?/Ay, my liege,
So please you give us leave.
Speak to him, ladies; see if you can move him.
Monsieur the challenger, the princess calls for you.
I do attend them with all respect and duty.
No, fair princess: he is the general challenger*
I come but in, as others do, to try...
Young gentleman, your spirits are too bold,,.
You have seen cruel proof of this man's strength.
Your reputation shall not [therefore] be misprized
...go with me to my trial:
Wherein if I be foiled, there is but one shamed...
My friends no wrong, for I have none to mourn me$
The world no injury, for in it I have nothing:
Only ftK world do I fill up a place...
Better supplied when I have made it empty.
Where'J this young gallant that is so desirous
To lie with his mother earth?
Ready, sir;
[but] His will hath in it a more modest working
Beseech your grace—I am not yet well breathedt
How dost thou, Charles?
He cannot speak, my lord.
Bear him away,..What is thy name, young man?
After which the episode closes, appropriately enough,
with a speech from the Duke in verse and duly printed
as such in the Folio.

